
For the attention of Mr Nigel Freeman, Executive Director FIDE

Dear Mr Freeman,

On behalf of the working group mentioned below, as well as of a large group of seniors 
who gave their unequivocal support during the latest Senior World Championship in 
Acqui Terme, we herewith submit to you a recommendation to create a Commission for 
Senior Chess within FIDE.

This recommendation is mainly based on the following:

1- The number of senior players on the FIDE rating list exceeds 140,000 in all age 
groups over 50 years old. This includes nearly 50,000 players above 65. Even taking 
account a reduced activity rate as age proceeds, these are substantial numbers.

2- The number of participants in senior FIDE events shows constant growth, even if 
the choice of location or timing can cause occasional dips, as was the case in 2017. 
In 2016 though, the combined participation rate of both senior world 
championships reached 950. 

 In the Senior Teams Championship held in Radebeul (Germany) in 2016, in 
total 107 teams with 480 players took part in the open categories 65+ and 
50+.

 At the individual World Seniors Championship in 2016 in Marianske Lazne 
(Czech Republic), in total 470 players took part in 4 categories: Open 65+, 
Women 65+, Open 50+ and Women 50+.

3- Whereas we note an increasing interest for senior chess in the Americas and Asia, 
senior events are still largely European. During the last World Senior Championship 
in Acqui Terme (November 2017), 86% of participants came from Europe. 

4- Whereas a respectable number of top GMs do take part in senior events, their 
representation doesn’t yet reflect the full potential and attractiveness that might 
be expected by the strength and numbers of the actual GM population in senior 
age groups.

In sum, we consider that there is real potential to further promote seniors chess in all 
regions, including amongst women; to make senior events more attractive for top players;
and to attract more countries and organisers, including outside Europe, to commit to 
seniors chess. We also consider that all of these aims strike a chord with governments 
worldwide as they increasingly strive to improve the health and activity of their growing 
senior populations and that in this regard chess can be a first-class exemplar.



As a result, we recommend the creation of a Seniors Commission within FIDE to sharpen 
the focus on all these issues and to enhance FIDE’s ability to tap into this great potential.

As for the way in which such a Commission may act, and which aims it may set itself, we 
kindly ask you to consider the attached draft Mission Statement, which is based on the 
premise that only constructive cooperation with a range of relevant actors, not least 
within FIDE itself, can guarantee success.

Please also refer to the second attachment, which is a Power Point presentation made to 
participants of the last Seniors World Championship in Acqui Terme and which concludes 
with the results of a Players Satisfaction Survey of that event.

The presentation reflects the expectations and demands of a large number of players in 
both the amateur and professional categories. It can also be read as a request by our 
group to enlist player support for our recommendation of a Seniors Commission, and in 
this regard we believe it to have been largely successful.

Finally, please note that the former World Champion, Anatoly Karpov, has agreed to 
support a possible Seniors Commission as its Honorary President.

Considering the above, we would very much appreciate your support and advice on how 
to proceed from here, and remain available for any queries you may have. At the same 
time, we send you our very best wishes for the New Year.

Yours sincerely,

Evgeny Sveshnikov, GM (Russia) *                            Jan Rooze, IM (Belgium)       

sveshnikov@inbox.lv                                                                  jan.rooze@gmail.com   

December 28, 2017

*Current Seniors Word Champion 65+

Other members of the working group:

Thor Geir Harestad, FM (Norway), Matthias Kierzek, Dr. (Germany), Craig Pritchett, IM 
(Scotland), Nikolai Pushkov, GM (Russia), Bent Sørensen, IM (Denmark), Evgeni Vasiukov, 
GM (Russia)
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